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Council threatens 
asset fire sale

Cllr Pat Cleary at one of the sites earmarked for 
potential sale. This plot of land between 

Greenway Road and Church Road (opposite the 
Black Horse pub). This site includes Tranmere's 
original smithy and retains some of the original 

walls from that period. It is one of the most 
important heritage sites in Tranmere.

Stranded
Residents left isolated as bus service axed

Residents in Tranmere have lost a vital bus service that provided a link 
to local shops and services. From September, the 155 route will no 
longer run meaning there will be no service along Downham Road and 
Well Lane. This is despite representations from Cllr Pat Cleary and 
many local residents. The 155 is one of seven routes axed by 
Merseytravel after local councils including Wirral cut their support. 

Cllr Pat Cleary says: “For many residents with mobility issues the 155 
service was an absolute lifeline. It is heart breaking to listen to elderly 
residents who simply do not know how they will cope without it. Many 
were on first name terms with the bus driver. A vital social service will 
now disappear and vulnerable residents will be left stranded.”

These cuts simply increase isolation and pile more pressure on our 
already stretched health and social services. Under devolution we were 
promised more control and investment in transport. The reality it seems 
is yet more cuts.

Pat Cleary, your local Councillor – working all year round

FOR BIRKENHEAD AND TRANMERE

Rushed proposals to sell off council owned land across 
Wirral could have big implications for parts of Birkenhead 
and Tranmere. In a potential fire sale of council assets 
numerous sites have been ear marked for disposal. These 
include sites on Balls Road East  (backing onto Mount 
Grove), Church Road, Queen Street and Pilgrim Street. 

Cllr Pat Cleary says; “I am very worried by these 
developments. We saw when the council sold land on 
Conway Street in 2014 what a disastrous outcome that led 
to for residents on Simpson Street  and Parkfield 
Avenue. Some of these sites are in sensitive residential 
areas and most generate a significant annual income in 
rent for the council. Such sites should be retained in public 
ownership as they help to reduce council tax and protect 
our area from inappropriate development.”

Selling public assets to temporarily shore up council 
finances is a big mistake. Pat is pressing for these sites to 
be withdrawn from sale. If you are concerned about any of 
the sites mentioned above please get in touch with Pat 
(contact details overleaf).   
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Bus services cut but £40k more for top Wirral boss

While residents face more cuts to public services Labour councillors have forced through another huge hike in 
executive pay at Wirral Council. The new Director of Children's Services will be paid up to £155,000, £40,000 more 
than before. With National Insurance, pension and other costs the total hit to the public will be around £200,000 p.a.

We hear a lot from Labour about government cuts and the need to address inequality. Yet here we have Labour 
councillors granting huge pay rises to the very wealthy while disabled pensioners in Tranmere lose their bus service. 

That is simply deplorable.

The cuts mean Downham Road no 
longer has any bus service. Jean and 
Jackie of Linwood Road are just two of 

the many residents affected.



Pat Cleary, standing up for Birkenhead and Tranmere all year round

When Cora Quail of Guy Close had her bin 
broken by the waste collection truck Pat 

arranged for it to be repaired. Other residents 
have not been so lucky and face hefty charges 

for replacement bins.

Pat Cleary
your local Councillor

Tel: 0151 632 5366
Mobile: 07852 842 559

 patcleary@phonecoop.coop 
Twitter: @PatCleary2

At the first meeting of the pensions committee to be 
held in Birkenhead, Pat Cleary joined campaigners 
pressing the pension fund to shift investment away 
from dirty fossil fuels  into jobs rich green energy. 

Pat recently joined local residents to 
celebrate the official opening of the 

transformed alley

Green action street by street

No longer used disabled parking bay removed from Sycamore Road * 
The traffic calming scheme for Elm Grove has now been approved. Work 
will hopefully commence soon * Wirral Council has promised to clear the 
gullies on Park Road East following recent flooding during heavy rain. 

Recent planning applications include the final phase of the Church Road 
housing scheme. This is for 34 two and three bed houses. An application 
has also been received for a 9 unit apartment block on the vacant plot on 

the corner of Westbourne Road and Ridley Street.

Council hits residents with steep 
charges for stolen/broken bins

Wirral  Council is charging even more to residents unlucky 
enough to have their bins stolen or damaged. Replacement 
green bins cost £37. Replacement grey bins were 
previously free but now cost £18.50.

Cllr Pat Cleary says: “I regularly get complaints from 
residents about stolen/broken bins. They rightly feel these 
charges are unfair. Residents are not to blame if their bins 
are stolen and should not be penalised. Better off parts of 
Wirral do not face this problem so these charges are 
effectively a tax on places like Tranmere.”

If your bin is stolen inform Streetscene via wirral.gov.uk or 
606 2004 within three days and let Pat know so he can 
make sure your case is properly and fairly dealt with.

Water Street alley 
now a green oasis

Work to transform a Birkenhead alley into a 
fantastic community space was recently 

completed. Pat Cleary nominated the alley 
behind Water Street and charity Urban Flow 
worked with local residents to transform the 

alley into a beautiful space for children to play 
and adults to relax and socialise.  Our 

congrats to everyone involved. If you are 
interested in something similar where you live 

please contact Pat in the first instance.

Pat secures committee switch 
to Birkenhead

Pat Cleary writes: As your ward councillor I sit on several council 
committees. These include the Pensions Committee which 
oversees the £8bn Merseyside Pension Fund. All council 
meetings are held in public and it is a great source of frustration 
for me that Wirral Council insists on holding its meetings at 
Wallasey town hall. People without private transport find it very 
difficult to get there. Meetings should instead be held at 
Birkenhead town hall. This is a far more accessible venue.

I am therefore pleased that the members of the pensions 
committee accepted my suggestion that meetings should in 
future be held at Birkenhead town hall. I will continue to press for 
Wirral Council to build on this common sense initiative and move 
more of its official business to Birkenhead. 


